
ARE YOU AN ADVOCATE? (CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE) 

"Im convinced of this: Good done anywhere is good 
done everywhere .... As long as you're breathing, it's 

never too late to do some good. "-Maya Angelou 

These two issues have served to center my actions 
as an advocate in mathematics education, 
including guiding my day-to-day work and my 
doctoral studies. I work with other educators with a 
laser focus on building a world where structures 
and instruction ensure every student engages in 
meaningful mathematics and all students are on 
pathways that provide a wide range of post­
secondary opportunities. 

Where will you focus your 
advocacy efforts? Will you 
advocate for culturally relevant 
teaching and leading? Detracking? 
Multiple mathematics pathways 
that all lead to post-secondary 
options for students? Increasing 
diversity in STEM for students and 
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teachers? And will you focus your advocacy on 
immediate changes or longer-term impact? I implore 
you to pick something important to you and start 
defining the change you feel is necessary and how 
you might take steps to move change forward. Don't 
wait for the perfect opportunity to come along; 
make the opportunity happen. 

I hope that every one of you, my respected 
colleagues and leaders, considers your advocacy 
identity and where your advocacy efforts might 
have a tremendous impact for the students and 
educators in your system. In the next issue of 
Inspiration!, I will lean into a discussion of 
advocacy strategies and actions BOLD leaders in 
mathematics education can take to ensure their 
efforts reach the desired outcomes. � 

"When the world is silent, 
even one voice becomes powerful. "-Mololo Yousafzoi 

NCSM: Leadership in Mathematics Education (2020). Closing the Opportunity Gap: A Coll for Defrocking Mathematics 

NCSM: Leadership in Mathematics Education (2022). NCSM essential actions: Culturally relevant leadership in mathematics education. 

Educators from the Rice University School Mathematics Project {RUSMP) in Houston have worked 
with mathematics teachers and leaders in their network to create a Teacher's Pledge and 
Educational Leader's Pledge for supporting equitable access to powerful mathematics teaching 
and learning. The words below are potent reminders of why many of us became educators. As 
you read them, consider joining them in creating a pledge of your own to the students and 
educators in your school(s). -Inspiration! Editor 

WE PLEDGE 
By Dr. Anne Papakonstantinou and Arthur Howard 

SINCE 1987, THE RICE UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL MATHEMATICS PROJECT 

(RUSMP) HAS DIRECTLY IMPACTED 
over 12,000 PK- 12 teachers and teacher leaders 
from over 150 districts and private and charter 
schools across the state and beyond through its 
summer and academic-year programs and 
courses, year-round coaching and mentoring, 
curriculum development, and annual Fall and 
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Spring Networking Conferences. Moreover, over 
16,000 PK- 12 students have benefited from 
RUSMP PK- 12 year-round programs and summer 
camps. RUSMP's Web Adventures, science and 
health interactive games, initially developed by 
Rice's Center for Technology in Teaching and 
Learning, has over 10 million global users. 
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